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Calendar


Fri., Mar. 22 Pick up your Bugle in Penn Place 
lobby; Film Society, Bringing up 
Baby; dinner 7 pm, film 8 pm

Sat., Mar. 23 History walk, 10 am, starting at 
Penn Place (see p 5)

Wed., Mar. 27 Citizens Assoc. meeting, Town 
Hall, 8 pm; nominations for 
town elections

Thurs., Mar. 28 Yoga for GIVES, Town Hall, 7:30 
pm

Sat., Mar. 30 Large item pickup; Register to 
vote in the town election, Town 
Office, 8 am–12 noon

Wed., Apr. 3 Yoga for GIVES, Town Hall, 7:30 
pm

Thurs., Apr. 4 Casual Music Jam, Town Hall, 8 
pm

Sat., Apr. 6 GIVES collection, Penn Place 
lobby, 9 am–1 pm; Voter 
registration, Town Office, 8 
am–12 noon

Mon., Apr. 8 Town Council meeting, Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm 

Tues., Apr. 9 Lunch Bunch, Town Hall, 12:30 
pm; Bugle deadline, 4 pm

Sun., Apr. 14  Art at Penn Place, Bert Zbar 
reception, 3–5 pm (see p 5)

Thurs., Apr. 18 Casual Music Jam, Town Hall, 8 pm

Fri., Apr. 19 Bugle out in Penn Place lobby; 
deadline for Progressive Dinner 
registration (see p 4)

Sat., Apr. 20 GIVES collection at Farmer’s 
Market, parking lot, 9 am–1 pm; 
Casual Musicians Coffee House, 
Town Hall, 5 pm

Wed., Apr. 24 Citizens Assoc. meeting, Town 
Hall, 8 pm, Candidates’ Forum

Fri., Apr. 26 Film Society: Rebecca, Town Hall; 
dinner 7 pm, film 8 pm (see p 2)

Sat., May 4 Progressive Dinner (see p 4)

Mon., May 6 Town Council elections, Penn 
Place lobby, 7 am–7:30 pm; 
Reception with the results, Town 
Hall, time TBD

Sun., May 12 Memorial service for John 
Wilpers, Town Hall, 2 pm

Legislative gridlock may be a problem inside 
the Beltway, but not, apparently, just outside it: 
On Monday, March 11, the Garrett Park Town 
Council approved, without dissent or filibuster, 
the Mayor’s appointment of election judges for the 
next town election. Thus, our century-long streak 
of free and fair town elections will be able to 
continue this year (on May 6), under the auspices 
of the now-confirmed judges: Natalie Grande, 
Suzanne Grefsheim, and Cliff Tarpy. 

The smattering of town residents who 
attended the confirmation vote also witnessed the 
other Council action, including the introduction 
of an ordinance, the passage of resolutions, and 
other action items.

The ordinance introduced, No. 2013-02, was 
for the adoption of the town budget for FY 2014. 

Total anticipated revenue for FY 2014 is down, 
the Mayor explained, in part due to an over-
all reduction in assessed property valuation, 
since the town’s property-tax receipts are based 
on the assessed property value. While it is not 
uncommon to increase the local property tax 
rate in order to at least keep the net revenue from 
decreasing, he continued, the Council thought 
that this was not the time to burden town taxpay-
ers any more than absolutely necessary.

To somewhat offset the decline in revenue, 
the budget slightly reduced the overall operat-
ing expenditures, despite higher personnel costs. 
One of the casualties of that belt-tightening was 
the Town Archives, and Charlie Snyder rose to 
object on behalf of the Archives Committee. He 
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The Garrett Bugle is a publication of the Citizens Association of Garrett 
Park, published 10 times a year. Publication of the Bugle is supported 
by member dues. All residents of Garrett Park are members of the 
Citizens Association. Yearly dues ($20 per family or $10 per individual 
per address) can be sent to Citizens Association, Box 456, Garrett 
Park, MD 20896. 
Citizens Association Officers:
President: Michael Lutkenhouse
Vice-President: Sean Conlan
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Secretary: Lori Conlan
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Editor: Barbara Collier (Box 191)
Reporters: Margaret Soltan (Box 518), Mary Moyer (Box 98)
Ads: Mary Moyer (Box 98) 
Subscriptions: Jane Salomon (Box 227) Distribution: Peggy Pratt
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or by e-mail through the town Web site: www.garrettpark-md.gov/submit-
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Take your pick of  
springtime yoga  
with Liz! 

Tuesday nights  
at the Town Hall,  
April 9–June 25

Yoga for Healing and  
 Transformation 6:45–8:15 pm
Pranayam and Meditation 5:50–6:30 pm
Dream Yoga 8:30–9:15 pm

Choose 5-, 10-, or 12-class sessions

For cost info, e-mail gayatrimantra.liz@gmail.com, or 
see flyers in the Post Office
Visit www.lilylotusyoga.com

explained the importance of the Archives, includ-
ing cataloging work of the archivist, the oral his-
tory project, and the Archives’ educational value. 

The Mayor and Council were very apprecia-
tive of the effort that went into the committee’s 
comments, and in fact cited it as a model for other 
committees in the future. The Mayor noted that 
they further appreciated the sentiments of the 
comments, which had been submitted earlier in 
writing. And, in fact, the reduction in Archives’ 
budgeted allocation was a bit less than that which 
was in the draft budget, upon which the com-
ments were originally based. However, the Mayor 
noted, while the Archives’ reduction was dispro-
portionate to the overall average in the budget, 
that was in part due to the anticipated loss of 
some income directly earmarked for the Archives. 

The Council also unanimously approved two 
resolutions supporting state legislation. The first 
urges passage of HB 741 and HB 1129, which ease 
the process of testifying before the Maryland 
Public Service Commission when service or rate 
changes are proposed by public utilities. The 
second town resolution supports those portions 
of HB 1136 that would allow the town to satisfy 
its state-law posting obligation via alternative 
media—such as e-mail, listservs, the Web, and the 
Bugle—instead of, necessarily, through advertise-
ments in the legal section of a local paper of gen-
eral circulation.

Notices about town parking are an entirely 
different matter, though, and Mayor Benjamin 
and Councilmember Wegner noted that the recent 
International Night at GPES—and the concomi-
tant strain it put on nearby street parking that 
evening—accentuated an administrative problem 
the town has: it cannot quickly change parking 
regulations to meet even an occasional emergency 
need. (The difficulty lies in the current require-
ment that parking regulations can be changed 
only via the ordinance process, which necessarily 
takes a long time.) The Council discussed various 
options, and also some of the difficulties we now 
face regarding enforcement, and agreed to further 
consider the matter.

Before they do, however, they will be meeting 
to discuss the hiring of the next town manager. 
Councilmember Flynn reported that the applica-
tion period is now closed—there were 64 applica-
tions received—and the Council set up two meet-
ings, on March 16 and 20, to begin the review 
process. Those meetings, because they discuss 
personnel matters, are not open to the public. 
And neither was the rest of Monday’s meeting, 
which went into executive session, giving the sole 
remaining spectator, your humble reporter, the 
opportunity to go home for dinner.

Randy Auerbach

GPFS Coming Attractions
On April 26 the Garrett Park Film Society will 

present Rebecca, the first of Alfred Hitchcock’s 
American films. After making his reputation on 
relatively low-budget movies in Britain, Hitchcock 
was lured to the U.S. by David Selznick with the 
promise of a budget that would match his vision 
for Daphne Du Maurier’s novel about a young 
bride haunted by the powerful presence of her 
husband’s beautiful, dead wife. 

Rebecca won the Academy award for Best 
Picture of 1940, the only time a Hitchcock film 
was so honored. Laurence Olivier plays Max de 
Winter, with Joan Fontaine as his second wife, a 
woman whose name is never said. While Rebecca 
herself is not seen, her presence is felt every-
where, creating the sinister, suspenseful creepi-
ness for which this classic film is famous. 

All GPFS films are shown at the Town Hall. 
Admission is free to GPFS members; for nonmem-
bers, it’s $5 per person, $10 per family at the door. 
Dinner will be served at 7 pm (usually about $10 
per person) with soda, beer, and wine available at 
prices ranging from $1 to $5. 

There will be no film in May, but the GPFS 
returns on June 21 with a comedy for anyone who 
has ever thought about quitting the rat race and 
taking to the road, in this case in a rather large 
Winnebago RV. Albert Brooks and Julie Hagerty 
are hilarious as two yuppies who “drop out.” It is 
a great film to start the summer!

Hope to see you there.

Visit Garrett Park’s Web site:

www.garrettpark-md.gov
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Activities of Daily Living 
• Bathing • Dressing
• Lifting • Transferring
• Personal Care & Hygiene

What Makes ElderCaring Different? 
n 2 hour minimum for services – 

most companies require 4 hours as 
a minimum

n All caregivers are professionally 
trained nursing assistants 

n The owner of ElderCaring 
personally meets with you to 
discuss your needs 

n All caregivers are fl uent in English 
n Personal choice in selection of 

every caregiver 
n Licensed, Bonded, Insured 
n 24 Hours Service – 7 Days a Week

Services for Seniors 

Support Services
• Companionship
• Meal Preparation
• Medication Reminder
• Physical Therapy
• Light Housekeeping
• Transportation to Appointments 

Services now 

available in 

Northern Virginia

“The quality of care you would 

want for your parents.” 

MD • Call 301-949-0060
www.eldercaring2.com 

VA • Call 703-956-3564
www.eldercaringofnova.com

Would you like to receive a brochure in the mail, or set up an appointment?

ElderCare_3.625x3_AD.indd   1 8/30/09   9:48 PM
Process Black

Town Administrator Notes
Citizens Association Meeting. Please plan to 

attend the Citizens Association meeting in the 
Town Hall on Wednesday, March 27, at 8 pm, 
when nominations for the May 6 town election 
will be made. Three seats on the Council are up 
for election this year. Important election dates are 
posted in the Post Office lobby and on the town’s 
Web site (www.garrettpark-md.gov).

Large Item Pickup. There will be a large item 
pickup on Saturday, March 30.

State Tax Form. This is really important. When 
filling out your state income tax forms, please 
remember to write Garrett Park in the box labeled 
“City, Town or Taxing Area.” This ensures 
our community receives its fair share of the 
income tax revenues that the state distributes to 
Maryland counties, cities, and towns. 

Voter Registration—May Elections. The last 
day for voter registration for the May 2013 town 
elections is Saturday, April 6. If you need a 
registration form, please pick one up at the Town 
Office during office hours (8 am to 4 pm), the 
Montgomery County Board of Elections (www.
montgomerycountymd.gov), or the Post Office. 
Noncitizen residents of Garrett Park who are not 
already on the town’s voters list and who wish 
to vote in the May election must also register by 
April 6 at the Town Office. The Town Office will 
be open from 8 am to noon on two Saturdays 
(March 30 and April 6) for those who are unable 
to come in during the week. 

Absentee Ballots—May Elections. Absentee 
ballots must be applied for in writing on a form 
available in the Town Office or downloaded from 
the town Web site. Ballots will be delivered to 
the voter as directed on the form (in person, by 
mail, or by an agent) from Wednesday, April 17, 
through Wednesday, May 1, and must be received 
by the Town Office or the Judges of Election 
before the polls close at 7:30 pm on town election 
day. After May 1, voters or their duly appointed 
agent must fill out the form and collect the ballot 
in person from the Town Office or, on election 
day, from the Judges of Election. Please check the 
town Web site or the Penn Place bulletin board 
for more information.

FY 2014 Budget. The FY 2014 budget was 
introduced at the March Council meeting and 
proposes an Operating Budget of $973,003 (0.4% 
lower than the current budget), a Capital Program 
of $84,817 (a decrease of 74.9%), with Revenues of 
$1,066,820 (–1.0%) with no transfers from available 
funds in the town’s treasury, for a total budget 
of $1,066,820 (–19.2%). This budget maintains the 
tax rate at 21 cents per $100 of valuation. Copies 
of the proposed FY 2014 budget are posted on the 
town Web site and available in the Post Office. If 
the Post Office copies run out, please come by the 
Town Office for a copy. 

Yard Waste Collection. That annual harbinger 
of spring, weekly yard waste collection, has 
returned, as it does every March. Yard waste is 
now collected every Monday through the end 
of October. Use paper bags for yard waste; no 
plastic, please! Don’t forget to bundle brush.

Storm Debris. If you haul branches too large to 
bundle for yard waste collection to the curb, butt-
end facing the street, the maintenance staff will 
come by and chip them. 

Bamboo cannot be chipped—it jams the 
chipper and sends out dangerous shards. Please 
cut it up into 4-foot lengths and either bundle 
or bag it for regular yard waste collection on 
Mondays.

Walk Smart/Drive Safely. As the weather 
improves, Garrett Park residents often stroll 
through the parks and streets to enjoy our 
beautiful surroundings. Walkers, please 
remember to be mindful of turning vehicles, 
wear light colors or reflective clothing to be 
more visible early and late, and everyone please 
obey traffic signs, signals, and street crossing 
markings. Drivers, please yield to pedestrians, 
observe the posted 20 mph speed limit, and—as 
usual—be courteous. 

Permits. If you are planning to do any 
construction this spring, please remember 
that a Garrett Park building permit is required 
whenever a new structure is to be built, including 
houses, additions, sheds, garages, decks, porches, 
and driveways. This is in addition to the required 
Montgomery County permit. Please call the Town 
Office for a permit application, copies of the 
town’s building ordinance (Chapter 4 of the Town 
Code), and any other information. 

Ted Pratt, Town Administrator, garrett-park@
comcast.net, 301-933-7488

Garrett Park Youth Art Show
The Garrett Park Women’s Club announces 

the second Youth Art Show Sunday, May 19, at 
the Town Hall. Penn Place Gallery Chairwoman 
Vickie Baily will curate the event. Every Garrett 
Park young person still living at home is eligible 
to enter. More details in the next Bugle and on the 
GP listserv!
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Name(s):  

Phone:

Address:

Contact e-mail:

Choose your top three preferences from the following 10 options, indicating 
first, second, and third choices. (You will receive confirmation after April 19.) 

If you routinely provide salad or dessert, please consider providing a 
main course or even hosting. Thanks!

Hosting options
Host appetizers! 
Kick off the evening by hosting your neighbors for 
appetizers. Expect approx. 100 people. Food, wine, 
sparkling water, paper, and plastic (if needed) are 
provided, and we help with cleanup! This can be 
held outdoors (in good weather) or indoors (porches 
work, too!).  

All host houses will receive wine. 
Please indicate maximum number of 
guests you can accommodate:

Host salad/provide bread at my home 
(for 10 to 20, depending on your house)

Host main course/provide bread* at my home
(for 8 to 20, depending on your house)

Host vegetarian main course/provide bread*
at my home (for 10 to 14)

Host dessert at my home (for about 30 to 50);
two or three homes will host. Paper, plastic, and 
desserts provided.

*Depending on the number of hosts and the size of host homes, 
you may be asked to provide an additional starch side dish, coor-
dinating with the main course provider. Thanks!

Provider options
Provide appetizer (for 20 to 25) 

Provide salad (for 12 to 14**)

Provide meat main course (for 12 to 14**)

Provide vegetarian main course (for 12 to 14**)

Provide dessert (for 20 to 25)
**The number will be confirmed at a later date.

Special dietary needs? (Vegetarian, vegan, allergies, other) 
Please list:

Progressive Dinner, Saturday, May 4 
Join your neighbors for this fun annual event! Complete the registration form below.

I/we would like to participate in the 2013 Progressive Dinner on Saturday, May 4.

Interested in volunteering to coordinate this event?
c Yes  c No    

Cost: $7.50 per person/$15 per couple 
Please return form to 

Garrett Park Progressive Dinner/GP Women’s Club
Box 494
Garrett Park, MD 20896 

Make checks payable to Garrett Park Women’s Club.

Questions?  Contact Lillian Del Priore 

Deadline for registration: Friday, April 19, please.

Come Join Us!
New in town? Looking to get involved a wee 

bit more? Curious as to how all the fabulous 
events of the Garrett Park Women’s Club actually 
get off the ground?

Stop what you are doing and give us a call 
or drop us a line! We are in need of a few more 
active helpers.

May is going to be a very busy month with 
the Annual Progressive Dinner (see form below), 
Venus d Minor a cappella concert, Youth Art 
Show, Musicale, and plant swap. Please consider 
volunteering your time.

Good times, good people, good on ya! Contact 
Lillian Del Priore, president, for more informa-
tion.

Women’s Club events for this year
The following events are planned for 2013. The 

dates are provided for those currently scheduled, 
as well as the coordinators’ names. If you’re inter-
ested in being involved with any of these events, 
please get in touch.

• Annual Progressive Dinner: Saturday, May 4 
(Lillian Del Priore)

• Venus d Minor a cappella concert: Saturday, 
May 11 (Lillian Del Priore)

• Youth Art Show: Sunday, May 19 (Jean Horan 
and Vicki Bailey) (see p 3)

• Musicale: Sunday, May 19 (Sue Petito)
• Plant swap: Saturday in spring, date TBD (Kay 

Hager)
• Pooch Parade: fall date TBD (Tara Smith)
• Porches and Patios: Saturday, October 5 (Lil-

lian Del Priore and Jean Horan)
• Attic in the Street Sale: Saturday, October 19 

(Kathy Hedge and Celia Peacock)
• Christmas Sing-Along at Town Hall: Decem-

ber date TBD (Mary Moyer)
• Santa’s Visit to Town Hall: December date TBD 

(Lori Conlan)
• Holiday Decorating Contest Judging: Decem-

ber date TBD (Lillian Del Priore)
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Grosvenor Metro

Rockville Pike

Grosvenor Place

10401
Market

9am-9pm
Mon-Sat

9am-7pm
Sunday

301-493-6217
www.grosvenormarket.com

Grosvenor
Market

David Altar   (301) 602-2713
David.Altar1@gmail.com

Comp2Day 
Your computer ready, today or tomorrow

Fast, professional repairs & hardware upgrades. At home tu-
torials. Your computer likely as good as new, or better in most 
cases.
$35/hr next day, $45/hr same day. Free pick-up and return.
Virus removal; memory upgrades; restore speed; computer 
to smartphone assistance; printer help; custom computer 
builds for gaming or other needs. Can’t start your computer? 
Blue screen at startup? Computer slow? Programs, devices, 
or features don’t work? Need wireless capabilities? Call or 
email me and a solution will appear.

“Serving Garrett Park since 2010”

History Walking Tour
On Saturday, March 23, at 10 am, a walking 

tour from Penn Place to the dead-end of Rokeby 
Avenue will begin at the railroad crossing. The 
tour will draw upon oral histories, letters, and 
newspaper articles to consider what Garrett Park 
was like in the past. The tour will take an hour, 
with no rain or snow date planned. No reserva-
tions are required; please just show up! This is a 
program of the Garrett Park Archives. 

Learn Your Neighbors’ Secrets!
The Garrett Park Archives is seeking vol-

unteers for a fun, rewarding, educational, and 
revealing job: conducting interviews with long-
time residents for the town’s oral history project. 
The ongoing project is part of the archives’ task of 
preserving the history of our wonderful, unique 
and quirky town.

Conducting an oral history with someone 
who has lived in town for a long time or some-
one who grew up here is an opportunity to learn 
more about the character and history of the place 
you have chosen to live. It is also a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know members of our lively 
older generation. It’s great that so many residents 
choose to “age in place” in Garrett Park. Having 
observed town celebrations and issues over many 
years, they can provide an interesting perspec-
tive on where the town has been and where it 
is going. And who knows, you may even find 
some fascinating facts about their professions or 
experiences. Did you know that the late Donal 
McLaughlin designed the UN logo, or that Mary 
Moyer’s mother helped start the architecture pro-
gram at the University of Maryland, or that the 
late John Wilpers prevented Japanese wartime 
Prime Minister Hideko Tojo from committing 
suicide? It’s all in their oral histories. (Be sure to 
take a look at the exhibit on John Wilpers in the 
display case in the Post Office.)

There are still many things we have to learn 
about our past. The oral history project is helping 
us uncover these still unknown or dimly under-
stood chapters of our history by asking the people 
who have lived much of their lives here. And you 
can help.

So think about volunteering to interview one 
or two residents. It’s a lot of fun. We have guide-
lines to help you get started, but basically you just 
need to be a good listener. Each taped interview 
will take between one and two hours. The inter-
views can be done in your house or the subject’s 
house, at your mutual convenience. If you wish, 
you can transcribe the interview. If not, we will 
find somebody to do that job. We are also looking 
for volunteers who would like to transcribe tapes 
of interviews that are already in the Archives. If 

you are interested in interviewing or transcribing, 
please contact a member of the Archives Commit-
tee: Charlie Snyder, Nancy Schwartz, or Marian 
Green. 

Art at Penn Place
The watercolor paintings of Bert Zbar will 

be on display from April 7 through May 5. Bert 
writes: “My interest in art began when I went to a 
Van Gogh exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Looking at a painting of an orchard in 
bloom by Van Gogh was a transformative experi-
ence. From then on I went out of my way to visit 
art museums, and paid particular attention to 
identifying each artist’s characteristic style of 
painting.

“I retired from the National Cancer Institute 
in 2005 to devote my time to figure skating and 
ice dancing. I also took watercolor painting les-
sons from Martha Seigel and from members of 
the Art Department at Montgomery College. In 
my watercolor paintings, I try to capture the vital-
ity of the Cabin John Ice Skating rink with its 
lobby filled with young children, and the excite-
ment (and danger) of the skating rink. I like to 
paint people in motion: dancers, speed skaters, 
and other athletes.

“I’m a member of the local ice dancing com-
munity—a group of mostly older adults who 
enjoy each other’s company and the many plea-
sures of dancing on ice.”

An artist’s reception will be held on Sunday, 
April 14, from 3 to 5 pm.
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Letter from the Mayor
As most of you know, our Town Administra-

tor, Ted Pratt, will be retiring at the end of June. 
We will all miss his sensitivity to the town’s 
needs and his readiness to assist our residents by 
providing requested town services. We assume 
that our town will provide all the services we 
expect regularly and reliably. This doesn’t happen 
automatically. It happens because Ted works 
with our contractors and town staff to assure the 
quality and responsiveness of our services. It is 
a testament to his leadership that we have such a 
dedicated staff and competent contractors.

Replacing Ted will be difficult, but we have 
begun the search for a Town Manager to follow 
in his footsteps. The application period has just 
closed, and we have received 64 applications from 
27 states. The search firm is reviewing the appli-
cations to narrow the list to be presented to our 
search committee, who will then choose a smaller 
set to propose to the Town Council and Mayor. 
Interviews will then be scheduled with the best 
of those candidates, and we will select one can-
didate with whom to negotiate a contract. All of 
this is expected to occur over the next few weeks, 
and we hope to have the process completed next 
month.

At our last Town Council meeting, the Coun-
cil introduced the ordinance to approve our Fiscal 
Year 2014 budget, which takes effect in July. The 
Council grappled with the fact that revenues are 
down. The town’s largest source of income is 
the property tax which we all pay. In the most 
recent tax assessment, the appraised values for 
our homes decreased, which lowers our tax, and 
therefore the town’s revenues. The Council chose 
not to increase the rate to maintain revenues, 
but instead to recognize the difficult economic 
times and to find ways to save on expenses while 
retaining services. The budget will be before the 
Council for approval at its next meeting, on April 
8, and you can see the proposed budget on the 
town Web site, www.garrettpark-md.gov.

If you would like to become more involved 
in the decisions that affect how our community 
operates and grows, I encourage you to consider 
running for the Town Council. At least two of the 
incumbents will not be running for reelection, 
and the town will welcome thoughtful candidates 
to replace them. Nominations will be at the Citi-
zens Association meeting on March 27, and the 
election will be on May 6. 

Peter Benjamin

Obituary
Irene Ketcham Blum

Irene Blum, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
died January 25, 2013, age 90. She and husband 
Harry Blum (who died in 1978) were long-time 
Garrett Park residents. She is survived by brother 
Al Ketcham of Klamath Falls, Oregon, and 
daughters Rachel Blum of Grafton, Massachu-
setts; Florence Blum of Shady Side, Maryland; 
and Hannah Blum of Boston, Massachusetts. A 
memorial service will be held on Friday, April 19, 
at 4 pm at the Garrett Park Town Hall. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to United Negro 
College Fund, PFLAG, or Planned Parenthood.

Citizens Association News
March meeting. On March 27 at 8 pm, join us at 

the Town Hall for a chat with the town arborist, 
Phil Normandy. We will chat about taking care 
of our outdoor spaces in Garrett Park, covering 
issues like trees and tree choices in a post-derecho 
Garrett Park, how to take care of the garden/
yard/trees, and what to do in spring and fall to 
keep our plants and trees healthy. 

Nominations for Town Council. The Citizens 
Association is also accepting nominations for 
Town Council at the March meeting (if you 
cannot make the meeting, you can submit a peti-
tion signed by 10 registered voters and filed in the 
Town Office at least 21 days before the election). 
You can read about Town Council responsibilities 
on the Garrett Park Web site. 

Future meetings. We have been chatting about 
future meetings for the CA. Some ideas include 
an outdoor movie to celebrate the end of school, 
a mini-cooking course, and more. Do you have 
a suggestion or idea for a meeting topic that you 
feel would be of interest to the town? If so, please 
forward your thoughts to Michael Lutkenhouse 
or send a note to Box 456. 

Annual dues. The Citizens Association 2013 
annual dues are being collected. The annual dues 
are $10 for individuals and $20 per family. Thank 
you to all of those who have already paid. For 
those who have not, please submit dues by mail-
ing them to the Citizens Association at Box 456.

Garrett Park listserv. Our neighborhood is made 
up of people with a variety of backgrounds, skills, 
perspectives, and experiences. Tap into these 
resources and stay informed with the Garrett 
Park neighborhood listserv, an electronic forum 
for neighbors to communicate information about 
town concerns, safety issues, upcoming events, 
and recommended services. The listserv will not 
be used for unsolicited marketing, and you can 
unsubscribe at any time. To join, e-mail Todd 
Harris or sign in at groups.yahoo.com/group/Gar-
rettParkneighbors/join.

Questions or comments for the Citizens Associa-
tion? If so, please send a note to P.O. Box 456 or 
e-mail Michael Lutkenhouse.
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Put the #1 to work for you
It’s official. Jeremy Lichtenstein is 

Maryland’s number one RE/MAX® agent in 
2007, 2006, 2004 and 2003.

In real estate, experience counts.
Jeremy brings together satisfied buyers and sellers 
in your neighborhood—and has for over 20 years.

There is just One Name in Real Estate.

Jeremy Lichtenstein • RE/MAX Realty Services
4825 Bethesda Avenue • Bethesda, Md. 20814

www.jeremyhomes.com • 301.652.0400

To Compost or Not to Compost? 
That is the question. And if so, how? 

The reasons you should compost are many, 
including the fact that, as an arboretum, Garrett 
Park is filled with raw material that currently 
gets hauled away at town expense. In the natural 
world, all those leaves and other woodland debris 
that you rake and bag up would decay and return 
much-needed nutrients to the soil. Composting 
is good for your pocketbook as well. Compost 
is at the heart of natural, organic gardening. It 
fertilizes and conditions the soil from waste that 
your kitchen and yard produce. It helps you grow 
healthier plants, and it reduces the need to add 
costly chemicals that get into the Bay. It is a win 
for you, Garrett Park, and the environment. 

So, assuming you are convinced and have 
decided to try composting your vegetable waste,* 
there are a few things you should know. First, 
to get good compost you need a mix of carbon- 
and nitrogen-rich material—brown and green 
matter. Brown matter is found in dried leaves, 
wood chips, shredded newspaper, or shredded 
white (not colored) uncoated paper. Green matter 
is found in vegetable/kitchen waste or grass 
clippings. An equal mix of brown and green by 
weight is close to ideal. The only other things you 
need are air and water.

There are several methods one can use to 
make compost. I have tried many, but continu-
ous composting—adding material to a pile over 
time—is what most of us end up doing. It is slow, 
but easy, and produces excellent compost. A con-
tinuous compost pile can be open, or you can 
build or buy a holding bin. Bins should be a mini-
mum of 3 by 3 by 3 ft and allow air and water 
to circulate. Periodic mixing with a pitchfork 
or other tool helps speed things up, but it is not 
necessary. Having two or more bins or piles will 
allow you to let one cook while you add to the 
other. In dry spells, it will be necessary to water 
the pile, so siting it within reach of a water source 
is a good idea.
* Do not put dairy products (cheese, butter, milk), 
vegetable oil, peanut butter, or animal waste (meat, 
chicken, fish, cat or dog manure, kitty litter) in the 
compost pile. These will attract pests and create 
unpleasant odors.

Continuous composting is a form of “cold 
composting”—that is, the pile never gets hot 
enough to kill pathogens or weed seeds, but it 
takes almost no effort to maintain and can cost 
next to nothing, unless you opt to buy a bin. 

To build a pile, start with a bed of brown 
matter. There are wood chip piles around town 
if you can’t find enough dry leaves in your yard 
for the bed. As you add green matter, bury it or 
cover it with more brown matter. Having a pile 
of shredded leaves or wood chips close by helps. 
When the green matter is made up of kitchen 
scraps, cutting it into smaller pieces will speed up 
decomposition (and freezing it for 24 hours will 
kill fruit flies). Since a continuous compost pile 
will never get hot enough to kill weed seeds, it is 
best to recycle your pulled weeds with the weekly 
yard waste for pickup. 

Many of us also try tumblers as a way to 
speed things up. However, you should know that 
tumblers are not meant for continuous compost-
ing. To work as advertised, tumblers, which are 
used for “hot” composting, must be fully charged 
(filled with the right mix of brown and green 
matter all at once), turned daily, and monitored 
regularly to maintain the right level of moisture. 
(I intend to discuss hot composting, red worm com-
posting, and other methods in future articles.)

As spring approaches, bringing with it 
thoughts of flowers in bloom, fresh vegetables, 
and green lawns, think also about this simple 
way you can improve the environment in which 
they grow by transforming your organic vegeta-
tive waste into “black gold.”

Suzanne Grefsheim

Green Again
We’re green this month thanks to the 

contribution of new residents Rod Woodford 
and Lisa Guay-Woodford of Kenilworth Avenue. 
We give them our thanks and welcome to our 
neighborhood. As of now, we are solvent until the 
start of November 2013. Anyone else like to join in 
the “greening” of Garrett Park? If so, please make 
out a check to the Citizens Association for $45 
and mail it to me at Box 98. Many thanks. The $45 
goes towards paying for the green banner at the 
top of our first page.

Mary Moyer

Directories Now Half-Price!
Misplaced your Garrett Park Directory, or 

just like to have a few extras around? The Gar-
rett Park Directories are now half-price ($4; orig-
inal price was $8). All Garrett Park households 
receive one free directory, so if you are new to 
town and have not picked up your free copy, 
please do so. You can pick up your free copy or 
purchase additional copies at half-price from 
Elizabeth Henley at the Town Office, 8 am to 4 
pm, Monday to Friday (301-933-7488).


